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IV- Remarks 

In response to the Office Action mailed February 2, 2004 kindly enter the 
foregoing amendment and consider the following remarks. Pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1.112, Applicants request reconsideration of each and every ground of rejection set 
forth in the Office Action. 

The Office Action and the references cited therein have been carefully 
considered. In this Amendment, claiml has been amended and claims 1, 3-6 and 8- 
9 are pending and are at issue herein. In view of these amendments and the 
following remarks, favorable reconsideration of this application is requested. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC S102 and 6103 

Claims 1, 3, 5 and 8-9 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Spengler (U.S. Pat. No. 5,709,925). Claim 4 stands rejected under 35 
USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Spengler reference in view of Orimo 
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,817,408). Claim 6 stands rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Spengler in view of Aebischer (U.S. Pat. No. 6,213,557). The 
Applicants note that paragraph 6 of the Office Action listed that claim 9 was rejected 
under 103, but the Applicants have presumed that claim 6 was intended to be 
rejected in the Office Action. If this assumption is incorrect, the Applicants 
respectfully request that the Examiner advise them of the same and issue a new 
Office Action. 

The Spengler reference discloses a multi-layered panel 1 comprised of three 
layers. The three layers include a decorative surface layer 2, an intermediate layer 3 
and a support layer or substrate 4. However, the substrate 4 comprises three plies or 
layers laminated together, namely a substrate core layer 7, a substrate interior cover 
layer 8, and a substrate exterior cover layer 9. (see column 4, lines 30-53). Each of the 
three layers 7, 8, 9 of the substrate layer 4 are comprised of a fibrous filler material 
intermixed with a thermal plastic material. The only difference between the three 
substrate layers 7, 8, 9 is that the middle or core layer 7 preferably has a lower 
proportion of the thermal plastic binder material, (see column 5, lines 19-30). On top of 
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this three part substrate layer 4, a soft fH(n materials positioned, on top of which a 
decorative surface layer 2 is positioned. The decorative surface layer 2 may be any 
recyclable material such as a woven material of synthetic fibers. 

Unlike the Spengler reference, claim 1 recites a first layer having polypropylene 
that is exposed to the interior, and a second layer having natural fibers mixed with 
polypropylene fibers. Cfaim 1 specifically recites that the first layer is chemically 
bonded to the second layer by way of the polypropylene fibers through heat treatment. 

To the contrary, the exposed surface layer 2 of the Spengler reference is 
positioned adjacent the intermediate layer 3 of foam. The Spengler reference is 
completely silent as to how these two layers 2, 3 are interconnected or adhered, if at 
all. Column 6 beginning around line 20 does state that the intermediate layer and the 
decorative surface layer may be applied to the substrate 4, but does not speak to how 
they are applied, whether they form a bond, or whether the two layers 2, 3 are even 
connected to each other. 

Furthermore, claim 1 recites a third layer formed of a recyclate material. The 
third layer is positioned adjacent the second layer, while the fourth layer is positioned 
adjacent the third layer such that the third layer is sandwiched between the second and 
fourth layers. The Spengler reference simply does not disclose a third layer 
sandwiched between the second and fourth layers which comprises a recyclate 
material. 

For these reasons, the Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner 
reconsider and withdraw the rejection of independent claim 1 . 

As the remainder of the claims depend from claim 1, and claim 1 is not 
anticipated by the prior art as discussed above, the Applicants respectfully assert that 
dependent claims 3-6 and 8-9 define over the art. Thus, the Applicants will not discuss 
the propriety of the proposed combinations of the Spengler reference with the either the 
Orirno reference or the Aebischer reference. Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully 
request that the Examiner favorably consider claims 3-6 and 8-9 for all the reasons 
given above. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the preceding amendments and remarks, the Applicants 
respectfully submit that the specification is in order and that all of the claims are now 
in condition for allowance. If the Examiner believes that personal contact would be 
advantageous to the disposition of this case, the Applicants respectfully request that 
the Examiner contact the Attorney of the Applicants at the earliest convenience of 
the Examiner. 

Applicants have calculated no fees to be presently due in connection with the 
filing of this Paper. However, Applicants have authorized charging of any fee 
deficiency to the deposit account of Applicants assignee, Visteon Global 
Technologies, Inc., as indicated in the Transmittal accompanying this Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date 




Attorney/Agent for Applicant 
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